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Blogs.ed.ac.uk is the University’s blogging service which is built using WordPress and is available for a
number of blogging purposes.

Blogs.ed can be easily integrated with the Learn VLE platform and the following guide will show you how
to create Course, Group, and Individual blogs in your course sites.

This does not cover how to manage your blogs.ed sites once they have been set up, for further guidance
on how to build content and manage your WordPress site is available on the blogs.ed help and support

page.
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1. Is blogs.ed the best option for my course?

The University offers a wide range of blogging tools for teaching and learning within Learn. There are
three types of blogging tools available: the blogging tool built into the Learn VLE, PebblePad or the
blogs.ed.ac.uk service.

If your course does not require a structured assessment workflow (due dates, rubrics, etc.) and you
instead want more personalization, the ability for students to embed different media into their posts,
and the possibility to make blogs public, blogs.ed may be the best option for your course.

Find out more at: https://edin.ac/31xBjR6

2. How to set up a Course Blog in Learn

You can create a blogs.ed.ac.uk site for the whole class in Learn. Teachers on the course will be blog
administrators by default and students will be given author access where they can add their own posts
but not edit other peoples or have the option customize the blog site.

You can add a course blog using the following steps:

1. Open your course and go to the content are you wish to link the blog to (we usually recommend
the Assessment area of your course).

2. Open the Tools menu and choose WordPress Course Tool from the options.
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3. Once you have selected WordPress Course Tool, a link for the course blog will automatically be
created and a purple success message will appear on the top of the screen.

ent ‘Wordpress Course Tool Configure Tool

Success: Your link has been created - use the options on this page to change its default settings.

Configure Tool: Wordpress Course Tool
The Basic LTi tool allows connections to any compliant external tools.

4. From this page you have the option to configure some of the tools settings. Give your course
blog link a sensible Name and you may want to provide some instructions for what your

students should do with the blog under Description.

Configure Tool: Wordpress Course Tool

The Basic LT! toof allows connections to any compliant external tools.

* Indicates a required field. Indicates unsaved changes

TOOL INFORMATION

Enter the details to appear on the content page for this link.

& Name History 1A Course Blog

Title of content item

Description
For the toolbar, press ALT+F10 (PC) or ALT+FN+F10 (Mac).
T T T adal vosoamy v T~ E-E- g QiXy
Each week, students are encouraged to write a 300-500 word Blog post reflecting on an article related to the course material from that week. -
Wordsi23

Path: p

Description of content item

5. We highly recommend that the rest of the default settings on the page remain as is, so once you
have a sounds name and description, scroll to the bottom of the page and click Submit and

Launch.

Conoel Submitsnd Leunch




6. After a few seconds your course blogs.ed site will appear in a new window. From here you can
access the dashboard, customize the theme of the blog, and set up a post. For more information
on how to manage a WordPress site please refer to the blogs.ed help and support page.

History 142

7. Your course blog link will also now appear on the chosen content are of your Learn course.

@ My Grades

Enabled: Statistics Tracking
View the status of submitted assignments through this link.

@ Past exam papers
If a past paper has been made available from previous years' examinations, you will be able te find it by searching the University's exam paper website, Please note that some courses may not be included in the repository, and that the specific

content of individual courses often varies from year to year. Past papers are therefore provided as a guide only, to be used alongside your own studies on this course.

@ Turnitin Test Assignment
Make sure to email the course organiser beforehand to get confirmation on your research proposal, Word Limit: 2000

>> View/Complete

@) History 1A Course Blog

Each week, students are encouraged to write 3 300-500 word blog post reflecting on an article related to the course material from that week.
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3. How to set up a Group Blog in Learn

You can use the WordPress Course Tool to give any groups you have set up in Learn their own blog.
Teachers on the course will be given administrator access to the blog by default and students who
are members of the specific group will have access to the blog as authors.

You can add a group blog by using the following steps:

1. Create your groups in Learn the usual way (if you need assistance on how to set up groups in
Learn, please refer to the Learn help and support web page).

2. Follow steps 1-4 from above.

3. Scroll to the bottom of the form to the Groups section. Select the group who should have access
to this specific blog and move it to the Selected groups section using the arrow.

GROUPS

Select any groups to which this link should be restricted. Leave the selected groups empty to allow access to all users.

£y Select groups Groups to select Selected groups

g D -

Invert Selecsion Select All InvertSelection  Select All

4. Click on Submit and Launch. The group blog will be opened in another tab.
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5. The name of the blog will be similar to a course-level blog. If you want to change the name of
the site to contain the group name or to change the students’ roles within the blog from author
to administrator, please refer to the blogs.ed help and support page for information on changing
the name of the blog and changing permissions.

Please note: Students in the group will not appear as users of the blog until they click on the course blog
link in the Learn course. This is especially important to note if you need to change student permissions
on the blog.

4. How to set up Individual blogs in Learn

You may wish for students to have their own blogs.ed.ac.uk blog in your course. By default, when setting
up individual blogs, students will be added as administrators and staff on the course will be given author
access.

You can add individual blogs by using the following steps:
1. Open the course you require individual student blogs for in Learn and go to the content area you

wish to link to the blog.

2. Open the Tools menu and choose WordPress Student Tool from the options.
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3. Give the link to the student blog link a sensible Name. You may want to provide some
instructions for what your students should do with the blog under Description.

el WordPress Studen Tool  Canfigure Tool caioce @D @

Configure Toel: WordPress Student Tool

ctions 1 any campli

TOOL INFORMATION

Entar the details 1o appear on the co

& Name

L

Description
For the toalbar, press ALTSF10 (PC) ar ALT+EN4F10 (Mac.
TTT ana v anzm v SiE-2- Cixy

This Fink provides you wih your e individus! blog within the course. ¥ou can sustarmise your blog theme and wite posts related to the lecture material each week

4. Scroll to the bottom of the form and click on Submit. If you click Submit and Launch, you’ll get
an error to say there are no student blogs available. Once students have started blogging that
error message will disappear.

Cancel Submit and Launch

5. Students will then be able to use the link in the Learn course to access their own individual blogs
where the can personalize their layout and content. Refer students to the blogs.ed help and
support page for tips on how the can manage and add content to their blogs.

P History 1A Individual 8lg
This link provides you with your own individual blog within the course. You can customise your blog theme and write posts related to the lecture material each week.

Please note: the blogs are created when students click on the link in Learn. Until a student clicks on
the link, their blog won’t exist.
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